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Dear ArchSoc members and travelling friends,

Following a very successful and fabulous tour to Morocco in April/May this year, in which 20 members participated, I have been spending time on planning the South African Archaeological Society’s international tour in 2027. The arrangements are now in place for our next tour. 
I am pleased to announce that from 1 to 16 June next year we will head off to Türkiye for the third time. The archaeology and antiquities to be found in this country are amazing. In 2016, we travelled from Konya in the south all the way east along the Syrian and Iranian borders to Kars in the northwest, while in 2022 we toured central Anatolia, Türkiye’s Black Sea region and Georgia. Next year, in spring, we will visit another wonderful region: the Aegean coast from Istanbul to Ephesus, an area of great Hellenistic and Roman significance. After a Bosporus cruise and a tour of the Topkapi Palace (1478) in Istanbul, we will cross the Dardanelles Straight to famous Troy (3600 BC to 500 AD) and its museum, continuing to Pergamon (800 BC to 14th century AD); Selcuk, the ruins of Ephesus (10th century BC to 263 AD); and Aphrodisias (3rd century BC to 7th century AD). 
But the 2027 tour will cover more than the Aegean. After seeing Laodicea on the Lycus and Hierapolis in Pamukkale, and Burdur and Sagalassos, we will head east and travel through the lake district along the Taurus Mountains to Konya, Cappadocia, Gaziantep and Sanliurfa, repeating the 2016 tour in part (but with four new archaeological sites added). We will visit ancient sites such as Çatalhöyük – one of earliest villages in the world (6300 – 5500 BC; Aşıklı Höyük (8200 – 7400 BC); the huge underground city of Derinkuyu; the Eski Gümüşler Monastery; the Neo-Hittite capital of Tuwana; Karatepe-Aslantaş Open-air Museum (8th century BC); the staggering Zeugma Mosaics Museum; the 2nd to 3rd century site of Zeugma on the Euphrates River; Carchemish on the border between Türkiye and Syria, which we were not able to visit in 2016; and the Sanliurfa Archaeological Museum with its breathtaking display of objects from Göbeklitepe. In 2016, this 11 500-year-old hunter-gatherer spiritual complex comprised one astounding site; today 12 such sites are being excavated, three of whom we will visit. This will be a true highlight and well worth revisiting.
This tour covers a period of civilisation from 9500 BC to the 15th century AD – 11 000 years – that will provide a true sweep through archaeological time. For full details, please see the itinerary attached, which also gives price details and important tour information. Should you wish to join this tour, please complete and return the enclosed booking form together with a deposit of R30 000.
The all-inclusive tour price is unfortunately not low but the US–Iran war is continuing to affect oil costs and global inflation. I hope that I will nevertheless have the chance to welcome you on this stunning tour. I look forward to hearing from you.

With best wishes,
Reinoud Boers
082 566 6295 
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